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into the usual form of a treaty, to the satisfaction of both
crowns.

The Queen having thus provided for the security and
advantage of her kingdoms, whenever a peace should be
made, and upon terms no way interfering with the interest
of her allies; the next thing in order, was to procure from
France such preliminary articles, as might be a ground upon
which to commence a general treaty. These were adjusted,
and signed the same day with the former; and having been
delivered to the several ministers residing here from the
powers in alliance with England, were quickly made public.
But the various constructions and censures which passed
upon them, have made it necessary to give the reader the
following transcript:

" The King being willing to contribute all that is in his
power, to the re-establishing of the general peace, His
Majesty declares,

" I. That he will acknowledge the Queen of Great Britain
in that quality, as also the succession of that crown, accord-
ing to the settlement,

"II. That he will freely, and bond, fide> consent to the
taking all just and reasonable measures, for hindering that
the crowns of France and Spain may ever be united on the
head of the same prince; His Majesty being persuaded,
that this excess of power would be contrary to the good and
quiet of Europe.

" III. The King's intention is, that all the parties en-
gaged in the present war, without excepting any of them,
may find their reasonable satisfaction in the treaty of peace,
which shall be made: That commerce may be re-established
and maintained for the future, to the advantage of Great
Britain, of Holland, and of the other nations, who have
been accustomed to exercise commerce.

" IV. As the King will likewise maintain exactly the ob-
servance of the peace, when it shall be concluded, and the
object, the King proposes to himself, being to secure the
frontiers of his kingdom, without disturbing in any manner
whatever the neighbouring states, he promises to agree, by
the treaty which shall be made, that the Dutch shall be put
in possession of the fortified places, which shall be men-
tioned, in the Netherlands, to serve hereafter for a barrier;